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well advised to abandon the Sudan, evacuate the
garrisons and hold only the frontier, Suakin, Massawa
and the Bed Sea ports.
Gordon was chosen for the task of evacuation ; he
arrived in Khartoum with the appointment of Governor-
General in February, 1884, and proclaimed the Govern-
ment's intention.
In the same month, in the Red Sea provinces, Valentine
Baker's levies fled in disorder before a small force of
Dervishes at El Teb and were massacred ; Sinkat fell and
the position of Suakin became most precarious. British
public opinion then became seriously alarmed and an
expedition was sent under General Graham to relieve
Suakin. By the 28th February about 4,000 British
soldiers were collected at Trinkitat, and on the 29th they
defeated the enemy with heavy losses on the site of Baker's
deb&cle. The troops then embarked for Suakin, whence,
on the 13th March, they sallied forth and routed a strong
Dervish force at Tamai.
These successes were, however, of no more than local
effect, and a forward move by British troops to Sinkat
and on to Berber, with a view to keeping open a line of
retreat from Khartoum was mooted. The proposal was,
however, rejected by the British Government late in March,
and shortly afterwards the greater portion of the British
garrison of Suakin was withdrawn. All regular com-
munication with Khartoum was thus cut off.
" Then," in Lord Cromer's words, " followed four or
five months of fatal indecision." April, 1884, saw both
the surrender of Gedaref and the end of Egyptian authority
in the Bahr-el-GhazaL Emin still held the Equatorial
Districts. On the 26th May Berber fell, and the Der-
vishes advanced northwards. Haifa and Korosko were
consequently fortified and British troops sent to Aswan.
69

